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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STANLEY MOSK COURTHOUSE 


FUTURE LEGENDS LLC, a Nevada limited ) Case No: SPAS TT vr 29641 
liability company, 

COMPLAINT FOR: 

Plaintiffs, 

1. Fraud 

2. Concealment 

3. Conversion 


VS. 


company; and DOES 1 to 10, inclusive, 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
USL PRO 2, LLC, a Florida limited liability ) 
) 
) 
Defendants. ) 

) 

) 


Plaintiff FUTURE LEGENDS, LLC, a Nevada Corporation, alleges as follows: 

1. The true names and capacities, whether individual, corporate, associate or otherwise, of 
defendants DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, are unknown to Plaintiff who therefore sues 
said defendants by such fictitious names. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon 


alleges, that each of the defendants designated herein as a DOE is legally responsible in 
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some manner for the events and happenings referred to herein, and legally caused injury 


and damages proximately thereby to Plaintiff, as alleged herein. 


_ That at all times herein mentioned, Defendant USL PRO 2, LLC (“USL”) is a Florida 


Limited Liability Company, which does business within the jurisdiction of this court and 
entered into an agreement with Plaintiff within the jurisdiction of this court. 

That at all times herein mentioned, Plaintiff FUTURE LEGENDS, Limited Liability 
Company (“Legends”) is a Nevada limited liability company which has its corporate 
office in Sherman Oaks, California, County of Los Angeles. 

That at all times herein mentioned, Defendants and each of them, were the agents and 
employees of each of the remaining Defendants, and were, at all times, acting within the 
purpose and scope of said agency and employment, and each Defendant has ratified and 


approved the acts of his agent or employee. 


_ Inor around November 2020, USL sold franchise rights to Legends for a soccer franchise 


in USL League One at a substantial sum. In furtherance of said agreement, Legends 
created the Northern Colorado Hailstorm FL (“NoCo”) at a substantial cost and began to 
play in the USL League One during the 2022 season. 

NoCo received immediate recognition and fame by winning several high-profile national 


matches. 


. Like every team in USL League One, NoCo suffered substantial financial losses each 


season. On information and belief, no team, ever, in USL League One history, has made 


a profit in any season. 
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Unbeknownst to Legends, part of USL’s model is to use League One to fund marketing, 
advertising, programming and offset expenses for USL to promote the USL’s 
Championship League, the Super League the USL as a whole in order to increase the 
overall value of the USL’s enterprises for eventual sale of the USL. Unlike other 
professional sports leagues worldwide, the USL, as a whole, is privately owned, primarily 
by the Papadakis family, who personally benefit. 

For instance, all USC League One teams are forced to pay to have all games on streaming 
services, such as ESPN+ and the CBS Networks, using USL chosen contractors at a cost 
of hundreds of thousands of dollars annually with virtually zero return to USL League 
One clubs. USL then uses this to promote the number of games it has on national 
television and uses almost all of the USL owned commercial time on the broadcasts to 
promote its Super League and Championship League products. USL does not promote 
USL League One matches during its Championship League or Super League broadcasts. 
There are numerous other examples of similar conduct, such as ticketing, merchandise, 
product placement and others, whereby USL makes deals with sponsors, keeps at least 
half of the proceeds for itself and then either uses the balance for “expenses” or dribbles 
out some of the money to the teams. 

Another example is the Jaegermeister Cup. Between the 2023 and 2024 USL League 
One season, the various owners of the 12 USL League One teams created an intra-league 
cup, adopted by the USL, which later became the Jaegermeister Cup. On information 
and belief, Jaegermeister entered into a multi-year deal with USL to sponsor the cup at a 


price of $300,000.00 annually. 
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_ USL kept half of the fee for “overhead,” “expenses” and “marketing.” A small sum was 


sent to certain USL League One teams to aid their marketing. From such sum, the team 
who was the runner-up in the cup final was to receive $25,000.00, with the winner 
receiving $100,000.00. 

NoCo won the Jaegermeister Cup, with an undefeated record. Despite multiple requests, 
USL failed and refused to pay NoCo the prize money. 

During the 2024 season, NoCo and Legends suffered some additional financial 

setbacks. Legends kept USL abreast of its financial situation, including sharing its 
upcoming financing options. The parties then agreed upon a series of promissory notes, 
whereby USL would pay certain expenses for Legends related to NoCo’s operations with 
the borrowed money. NoCo continued to expend hundreds upon hundreds of thousands 
in expenses and additional debts to continue to operate during the 2024 season. 

USL officers Paul McDonough, who had been suspended by the MLS prior to joining 
USL, and/or Lee O’Neil were in constant contact, almost weekly, with Legends regarding 
the financial matters. 


16. Onat least 6 occasions, between June and October 2024, Lee O’Neil stated the 


following: 


a) “no one in the League is paying its bills on time, this is causing us great financial 
hardship.” 

b) “we need to do everything possible to keep you afloat as it would be a disaster 
[sometimes the word “embarrassment” would be used] for the League.” 

c) “we will get through this season and fix everything after.” 

d) “please confirm you are playing next year.” 
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17. These, and other statements, were made in order to induce Legends to continue to incur 
and lose hundreds of thousands of dollars to continue the 2024 NoCo season under the 
promise that NoCo would continue to play in USL League One for the term of its 
agreement, and beyond and eventually receive all of the promised benefits of a 
professional soccer League. 

18. On November 4, 2024, the first business day after NoCo was knocked out of the 2024 
playoffs, USL terminated its franchise agreement with Legends. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 
FOR COMMON LAW FRAUD 

19. Plaintiff refers to Paragraphs 1 through 18, inclusive, and incorporates those paragraphs 
by reference as if set forth in haec verba. 

20. Defendants made the following written and oral representations and promises to 

Plaintiffs throughout 2024: 

a) “no one in the League is paying its bills on time, this is causing us great financial 
hardship.” 
b) “we need to do everything possible to keep you afloat as it would be a disaster 

[sometimes the word “embarrassment” would be used] for the League.” 

c) “we will get through this season and fix everything after.” 

d) “please confirm you are playing next year.” 

21. Defendants made those representations and promises for the purpose of inducing 
Plaintiff into continuing to incur and pay expenses of the 2024 season. Plaintiff relied 
upon the representations and promises made by Defendants by incurring and paying 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in losses. 
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22. Defendants, despite representations to the contrary, never, at any time, intended to 
comply with those representations, as evidenced by their consistent refusal to do so, and 
made the representations with the intent to defraud Plaintiff. Plaintiff, unaware of 
Defendants’ intention not to perform pursuant to the representations and promises, relied 
upon those promises. Under the circumstances, Plaintiff's reliance on the promises of 
Defendants as herein alleged was reasonable. 

23. As a proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful conduct of Defendants, and 
each of them, Plaintiff has suffered damages in excess of the jurisdictional limits of this 
court, in a sum to be shown at time of trial. 
24. As a further proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful conduct of the above- 
named Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered investigator fees, and other 
incidental damages and out-of-pocket expenses, all to Plaintiff's general damage in a sum 
to be shown at time of trial. 
25. Defendants’ conduct described herein was done with a conscious disregard of 
Plaintiff's rights and Dwight the intent to vex, injure or annoy Plaintiff, authorized and 
ratified by Paul McDonough, Lee O’Neil and Justin Papadakis, such as to constitute 
oppression, fraud or malice under California Civil Code Section 3294, entitling Plaintiff 
to punitive damages in an amount to punish or set an example of Defendants. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

FOR CONCEALMENT 


26. Plaintiff refers to Paragraphs 1 through 18, inclusive, and incorporates those 


paragraphs by reference as if set forth in haec verba. 
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27. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendants concealed the 
following material facts from Plaintiff (meant to be illustrative, not exhaustive): 
a) No team in League One is making a profit. 
b) That if NoCo did everything possible to stay afloat during the 2024 season, that USL 
would terminate the Franchise Agreement. 
c) That if NoCo continued to suffer outlandish loses in 2024 under the promise that all 
matters between the parties would be resolved in the offseason and NoCo would continue 
to play in USL League One in the future, that USL would instead terminate the Franchise 
at first possibility 
d) That USL would keep the majority of all marketing dollars created by USL League 
One teams for itself. 
28. At the time that Defendants concealed the above-mentioned material facts from 
Plaintiff, Defendants, as Plaintiffs franchisor, a confidential relationship existed between 
Defendants and Plaintiff. In addition, at the time of the concealment of the above-alleged 
material facts by Defendants, Defendants knew that such material facts were not known 
to Plaintiff and were not readily accessible to Plaintiff. Therefore, Defendants owed a 
duty to disclose such material facts, as alleged above, to Plaintiff. 
29. At the time that Defendants failed to disclose to Plaintiff the material facts set forth 
herein, Defendants intentionally concealed and suppressed such facts from Plaintiff with 
the intent to induce Plaintiff to continue NoCo operations at substantial losses. 

30. As a proximate result of the aforementioned: wrongful conduct of Defendants, 
and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered damages in excess of the jurisdictional limits of 
this court, in a sum to be shown at time of trial. 
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31. As a further proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful conduct of the above- 
named Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered investigator fees, and other 
incidental damages and out-of-pocket expenses, all to Plaintiff's general damage in a sum 
to be shown at time of trial. 

32. Defendants’ conduct described herein was done with a conscious disregard of 
Plaintiff's rights and with the intent to vex, injure or annoy Plaintiff, authorized and 
ratified by Paul McDonough, Lee O’Neil and Justin Papadakis, such as to constitute 
oppression, fraud or malice under California Civil Code Section 3294, entitling Plaintiff 


to punitive damages in an amount to punish or set an example of Defendants. 


THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS FOR CONVERSION 


33. Plaintiff refers to Paragraphs | through 18, inclusive, and incorporates those 
paragraphs by reference as if set forth in haec verba. 

34. By the aforesaid acts and omissions of Defendants, including, but not limited to the 
failure and refusal to pay the Jaegermeister Cup award, Defendants have converted funds 
due an owed to Plaintiff. In the meantime, Defendants have used those monies for 
personal and corporate use. 

35. As a proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful conduct of Defendants, and 
each of them, Plaintiff has suffered damages in excess of the jurisdictional limits of this 
court, in a sum to be shown at time of trial. 

36. As a further proximate result of the aforementioned wrongful conduct of the above- 
named Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered investigator fees, and the 
incidental damages and out-of-pocket expenses, all to Plaintiff's general damage in a sum 
to be shown at time of trial. 


-8- 
COMPLAINT FOR: FRAUD, CONCEALMENT AND CONVERSION 


37. The conduct of Defendants described herein was done with a conscious disregard 
of Plaintiff's rights and with the intent to vex, injure or annoy Plaintiff, authorized and 
ratified by Paul McDonough, Lee O’Neil and Justin Papadakis, such as to constitute 
oppression, fraud or malice under California Civil Code Section 3294, entitling Plaintiff 
to punitive damages in an amount to punish or set an example of Defendants. 
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants, and each of them, as 
follows: 

1. General damages in a sum to be shown at time of trial; 

2. Special damages in a sum to be shown at time of trial, plus interest; 

3. Incidental damages in an amount to be shown at time of trial; 

4. Punitive and exemplary damages in an amount appropriate to punish or set an 
example of Defendants, and each of them, as to those causes of action which allege 
punitive damages; 

5. Attorney’s fees; 

6. For costs of suit incurred herein; and 


7. Such other and further relief as the court may deem just and proper. 


DATED: November 12, 2024 


FUTURE LKGENDS, LLC 
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